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g  NLAND NavicarTioN 
s ſeems now to be an ob- 

q ject well worth the at- 
'#8 tention of the city of 


Cheſter ; and it behoves them to 


take Remedy in time, againſt the 
impending evil that is like to befal 
them, by fitting quiet and ſuffer- 
ing the proprietors of the Merſey 
and Trent navigation to run away 
with all the trade that now. gives 
a luſtre and opulence to the city of 


\ all 
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all ſuperfluous diſſertations, we wi! 
come to the point at once, and 
mention the trade they now hare, 
as briefly as poſſible, and then 
ſhew that the ſame will ſoon be 
allured through a different chan- 
nel, unleſs the city of Cheſter, ſhall, 
with all ſpeed, make ſuch a Canal 
or Navigation, as will convey the 
articles of trade to the inland towns; 
and when that is done, they will 
not only preſerve their own trade 
from foreign parts, but bring a 


very great increaſe from the inland 
counties, 


I will firſt obſerve the great 
* Cheſter now enjoys from Ire- 
land twice a year in the article 
of cloth, with which the mer- 
chants generally freight ſix ſhips to 
ſupply the two fairs; at which the 
tradeſmen from the towns of Staf- 
ford, Eccleſhall, Drayton, Birming- 
ham, Walfal, Burton, Wolverhamp- 
ton, Bilſon, Rudgeley, Lichfield, 
Tamworth, Stone, Uttoxeter, m—_ 
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dle, Nantwich, Newport, Bridgnorth, 
Bewdley, and many other places, 
come to Cheſter fair to ſupply 
their ſhops at home with, which 
they now ſend by land-carriage to 
their own towns; but as ſoon as 
ever the Merſey and Trent naviga- 
tion 1s compleated, which goes by 
or near all or moſt of theſe towns, 
the tradeſmen then will deſire their 
merchants with whom they deal, 
to land their goods at Liverpool, 
inſtead of Cheſter, as they will 
there have an opportunity of con- 
veying their articles to their own 
towns by the navigation, and there- 
by ſave three parts out of four of 


the Expence. All other imports 


of whatſoever kind, will ſhare the 
ſame fate, and inſtead of coming 


to Cheſter, will go to Liverpool; 


lead, iron, deal balks, and all 


articles brought from foreign parts, 
as there will then be ſuch an eaſy 


communication to the inland coun- 


I will 
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I will now mention ſome of 
the produce of the inland counties 
that come to Cheſter to be ſhipped 
there : the great quantities of caſt 
metal, iron, and large cannon from 
Coalbrook-dale, one of the great- 
eſt foundaries in Europe, which they 
ſend to America, and various parts of 
the world ; the vaſt quantity of 
cheeſe ſhipped here for foreign mar- 
kets, from the heart of the county 
of Cheſter; ſalt, both in the rock 
and otherwiſe, is conveyed from 
hence, that comes from Nantwich 
and Northwich. In ſhort, the va- 
rious commodities from different 
parts, that are now ſhipped here, 
will go by the Merſey and Trent 
navigation to Liverpool, and be 
ſhipped there, by which means the 
city of Cheſter will loſe every 
branch of trade they now have, 
unleſs timely prevented by the wife 
interpoſition of thoſe who have the 
intereſt of their town and trade at 
heart, and by preſenting a petition 

ta 
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to parliament, for a bill for making 
a Navigable Cut or Canal into the 
inland counties, whereby they will 
not only preſerve the trade they 
now have, but bring a vaſt increaſe 
from the country. And in order 
to do this, a courſe ſhould be 
ſearched for, whereby ſuch com- 
munication with ſuch inland towns 
will be obtained; and: in order 
thereto, it has often been ſuppoſed, 
that a Canal from Cheſter, to unite 
with the Merſey and Trent navi- 
gation at Nantwich, would anſwer 
the purpoſe ; but before we go 
much further, it would be proper 
to obſerve, that the impoſſibility 
of their ſuffering you to unite with 
them is almoſt-a certainty, and that 
no ſtone will be left unturned to 
oppole it: for theſe reaſons, 1ſt, 
That the proprietors have been at 
80,000 |, expence to bring their 
ſcheme of an inland navigation to 
bear, and the chief parts on which 
the profits will ariſe, will be from 

| Northwich, 
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Northwich Salt Rock being convey- 


ed along it quite to Runcorn Gap, 
near Liverpool ; 2d, the Burſlem 
trade in pottery ware, which they ap- 
prehend will turn out greatly, if 
ever they can ſurmount that al- 
moſt inſurmountable paſſage thro' 
Harecaſtle, which I greatly fear 
will empty their purſe, puzzle 


their genius, extinguiſh the ſpirit 


of their undertaking, and then leave 
it half undone, as a monument of 
their weakneſs in endeavouring to 
follow that great Alcides, whom 
Horace deſcribes thus : 


Perrupit Acheronta Herculeus labor, 
Nil mortalibus arduum ef. 


Through Hell Alcides urged his courſe, 
Nothing is too = for mortals to attempt. 


Andif ever er does get through, 
the paſſage will be only fix Be 


wide, which can never Now lumber 
goods, or ever become fit for a 
_ Ds the city of Cheſ- 


ter, 
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ter, if ever they could unite with 
them, muſt ſuffer the ſame incon- 
veniences of ſo narrow a paſlage. 

Now, after all the expence they 
have been at, for the ſake of the 
above profits, can it be apprehend- 
ed they will ſuffer you to run 
away with them? Nor even would it 
anſwer any purpoſe (ſaving the ſalt 
trade) if it could be done. There- 
fore, lay aſide all thoughts of com- 
bating with the ſtrongeſt intereſts 
that can be united together, both 
in the Houſe of Lords and Com- 
mons ; I mean the Duke of B------ 
w---r's, Duke of B-----d's, Lord 
G---r's, &c. & e. 

I would therefore adviſe the giv- 
ing up all thoughts of uniting with 
them, either at Nantwich, or any 
where elſe, as a thing impractica- 
ble, on account of the ſtrong op- 
poſition againſt it, and as highly 
impolitic, with regard to the — 4 | 
of the trade. 


. 
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Another courſe, therefore, ſhould 
be ſought out for, by which the 
preſent articles of trade would be 
conveyed from Cheſter, into the 
inland countries ; and, in order to 
do that, I know no Track fo fit for 
a Navigation, as to carry a Canal 
either from the Eaſt fide of the 
town, by Hoole, or from the New 
Cut below the town, through Salt- 
ney *, (it fo, an outlet or lock muſt 
be made by Mr. Curſon's farm- 
houſe, called Brewer's-hall, oppo- 
fite the new Quay, to communicate 
with the town) thence by Doddle- 
ſton- Moor, by Pulford ; thence 
near the river Allen ; thence by 
Farn and Holt ; thence near Chow- 

* From which place, it might ſome time or other 
be carried on, down by Flint to Baghilt ; thence by the 
Point of Air to the Voryd, round the land by Preſtattyn ; 
thence to Rhudland, and from thence to the Vale of 
Cluid; by which means, a communication would be 
opened with all North Wales, and the articles of trade 
would be very greatin lead, coal, iron, corn, and various 
other merchandize ; and"this-Canal being chiefly on a 
level, andthe whole not more than thirty miles, might 


eaſily be done by the ſea-fide all the way; but this 
may be a future diſtant proſpect, not to be thought of 


at preſent. 
ley; 
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ley; thence in the valley below 
Cardin Cliff; thence in the Low 
Country, to Whitchurch, Malpas, 
Droitwich ; thence over Prees- 
heath, near Drayton ; thence to or 
near Inſtock ; thence to go near 
Sambrook Forge; thence by Flaſh- 
brock into the Navigation at Batch- 
acre Grange, which goes on by 
Forton ; thence by Newport 
town's-end ; thence by Lord G---r's 
Lime-works and Coal-works, at 
Linſel and Donington; thence near 
Wellington ; thence near Ketley 
Iron-works, Shifnal, and near the 
very numerous works of iron, coal 
and lime; thence near Coalbrook- 
dale, the greateſt iron furnace works 
in Europe; thence acroſs the moors 
and river Tern to Shrewſbury. . 
If ſuch a tract or courſe as this 

deſcribed was to be taken into con- 
ſideration, I am very certain it 
would be found quite practicable 
and eaſy to be done, and at no very 
great expence, conſidering the im- 

menſe 


GJ 
menſe profit it will be to the City 
of Cheſter, and to the neighbour- 
ing towns lying on the a. I 
am alſo certain, that the profits 
arifing from the articles of trade 
being conveyed into theſe countries 
from Cheſter, and the articles ſent 
in return to Cheſter, from theſe 
parts, ſuch as caſt iron, goods for 
Ireland and other places, cannon in 
time of war, timber for ſhipping, 
coal, lime, cheeſe, hops from Wor- 
ceſterſhire, white clay from Briſtol, 
and the great quantity of Cumber- 
land red ore commonly uſed in the 
furnaces in Shropſhire, would turn 
out alone a very large income to the 
Proprietors. It is impoſhble to make 
an exact calculation of the various 
and different commodities - that 
would be brought by this Canal 
from the inland countries to Chei- 
ter; but it is alſo very certain, that 
it would amply pay the proprietors 
at leaſt an intereſt of Ten per Cent. 


The tract preſcribed may be about 
fifty 
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fifty miles, which we may compute 
at 40, ooo l. all expences included; 
but until a ſurvey and levels are 
taken, it is impoſſible to make any 
exact eſtimate. 4 
I have not yet done deſcribing 
one very intereſting part of this 
Navigation, whereby a communi- 
cation may be made with the Merſey 
and Trent Navigation, which I 
would adviſe to be put in the ſame 
bill; that a Canal or Cut ſhould be 
made from Batchacre Grange, thence 
by ſeveral villages thro' the Summit 
at Offley Park; thence to Eccleſhall; 
thence to Stafford; thence into the 
Wolverhampton Canal, a little be- 
low Stafford, at or near a place called 
Shutborough, which Canal joins the 
Merſey and Trent Canal, a little 
below, at or near Haywood Mill, 
in the pariſh of Colwich and county 
of Stafford; the whole of this 
branch to unite with them, being 
about ſixteen miles from Batchacre * 
Grange, which is already planned 


out 
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out and levelled, and a few miles 
of the Canal compleated through 
Mr. Whitworth's eſtate, which is a 
more difficult part than any of the 
reſt, and ſhews that the other parts 
may be eaſily carried into execution; 
as reſervoirs of water are now made 
there, which is near the Summit of 
an amazing extent, and full ſufh- 
cient to ſupply any quantity of wa- 
ter requiſite for any Navigation; 
the ſame may at any time be ſeen, 
boats are now built to work upon 
it, and this Summer will ſhew what 
may be done in the moſt difficult 
part; for a more particular deſcrip- 
tion of the boats and other things 
belonging to this Navigation, I re- 
fer you to Whitworth's Navigation, 
where a full account of this Canal 
is given, together with a minute 
detail of the different trade lying 
upon it, and the profits therefrom. 

22 would. therefore propoſe, that 
early this Summer levels and ſur- 
veys ſhould: be taken, by Mr. John 
3. Beſwick 
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Beſwick of Tetnall, near Wolver- 
hampton, and that a ſmall ſubſcrip- 
tion of twenty or thirty guineas be 
raiſed to defray the expence thereof; 
and that after ſuch ſurvey, eſtimates 
and plans of the parts of the coun- 
try and perſons eſtates, through 
which it would cut and become 
moſt practicable to carry the ſame, 
according to the foregoing intended 
| Tract, that then a meeting ſhould 
0 be held of all perſons intereſted in 
the trade of Cheſter, who are wil- 
ling to become proprietors in the 
ſaid Navigation; and all perſons 
through or near whole eſtates it is 
intended to go, and the principal 
inhabitants of ſome of thoſe Towns, 
near which it is to be carried ; and 
that, at ſuch meeting, a ſubſerip- 
tion may be entered into for defray- 
ing the expence; and Reſolutions 
taken then and there to draw up a 
petition to be preſented to parliament 
for making ſuch navigable Cut or 
| Ow, and other purpoſes thereto / 


belon ging. 
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belonging. For the particular pro- 
ceedings proper for ſuch meeting, I 
refer you to Whitworth's Naviga- 
tion, vid. p. 22. &c. &c. ; as alſo 
for any other particulars of trade, 
expence, -or other things relative to | 
Inland Navigation, where the ſame 

is more fully ſeen and explained. 
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